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SUDAN: CURRENT POLITICAL SCENE REVIEWED 


eaaah Partr States ™ ject ives 
London Al-SHARO AL-AWSAT in Arabic 2" Jae * »& & 


[ Interview with Wali-al-Din al-Sadi al-Mabd! bw “tebemme Abed Bichon! 


[Text] Following the people's uprising last April, the Uemeh Perty apecere 
to be assuming a state of fragmentation inte three wings, ome ender the 
leadership of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, another under the leadership of Ahmet « 
Mahdi and the third under the leadership of Wal i-el-Din «\—liedi o! leet’. 
seemed as if the dispute was something that would threaten Gaaeer for ' 
party's future, but after a few months had passed, the disputes sotwit? 
standing, it appeared as if al-Sadiq al-—Mahdi hed proceeded to take comtr 
of the situation and the organization Ahmad al—Mahdi had established iss 
peared from the stage, as its leader had, while signs indicated that the 
other organization, under the leadership of Wali-al-Din, was om its wey t 
reconciliation with al-Sadiq. In this meeting, the latter wil! present bis 
views on a number of national issues. To the sinutes of the conmwersetion: 


[Question] Do you believe that the course of ewents will result in the ole 
tions being held on schedule? 


[Answer] The answer is yes. The guvernment and the Transitione! Military 
Council have issued a law and appointed the election committee, and the com 
mittee has started with the matter of subdividing districts. In general, a!! 
arrangements toward carrying out the elections on time are underway. /t 
seems to us that all the parties involved are concerned about this, and | 
believe that the course of events now wil] result in the elections being 
held on schedule. 


[Question] What about the south? 


[Answer] It is possible to hold elections in most areas of Fquatoria, part 
of the Upper Nile and part of Bahr al-Ghazal. We have assumed that if it is 
not possible to hold the elections in the whole country at once, the areas 
where the elections will be suspended or deferred will be areas deferred 
until the holding of supplementary elections. In this interim, it will be 











peesibie fer the cerreet election of parliament to take place, provided that 
it become « comstitwent assembtlr after the membership has been filled. 


[Quest ton!) Tees this mean deferral of the constitutional issues for a while’ 


| Seewer) Tes, the comet itet jens! ieeers will be deferred until the constity- 
orn seeeebly te fillet an¢ perliemeet resolves the issue of authority on a 
Gemecretic henis. The ieeer of the comet iter ion will be left until the cons- 
Titerrt seeeshis io fillet. 


| Queetiee) are the bodies terol ee cComoereed shout thi«? 


\Seeeer ) The eneeer ic wee. It ix poesible that there wight be groups which 
O° Set wert the elections te be held on achedole for eer reason. bet in any 
ewret they are eet announcing three reeeens anf there ts so body which has 
Orcleret thet if Gers not went the elect ions te te beid. Therefore, ewen i 
there i =P CC eEstion eneinet any boty. thet eeeumes the character of an 
occ unet bon. 


Jem ttet te the btteleeect of Melence [ff We tre Ciwee « “Meedatec 


weet ton) Whet ie the Uhm Parte ’s position om the lew of electioes which 
ees tener” 


\feperr) be hed bel iewet? thet thi« Lee leche? lemowet iwenees and lecked the 
teteeton of cee iGees, eet oe hed bel bowed thet « gore cueiteble lew would 
neve bees cor which would prodece « new elect ios eretes beer’ of relet ive 
repr eerstetion beceuse thet ls gore Gemecretic anf chows erester reepect ‘or 
collective Gecistems, emf sles because ic spite of ite comers for the pro- 
port iomete regreeeetetion of «]! forces it dare aot prevert represent at ico 
of were omell forces hich freemect an¢ *plieter public opinicos more thas 
they Comtritute political en¢é iatellectaus! slternstives. The silitery coes- 
Chl ent the council of eieieters hewe resected ‘eis. Se herr alee re tected 
the other i¢es, which of hed offere¢, for electioe « * geceraphical besis. 
if election is aot sccepted ot « best« of proportionality civing apeci«! 
heptesemation te the guders forces. Ie thie resard. we heve Cencest rated of 
professionals. eorters, farmers. eepetrietes ant woere. since theee forces 
Co aot pet sGequste represeetetion fron the geographic stenépoiet. This «leo 
hes bere rejected: the alternative the wh litary cownci!] en¢ the council! of 
Sisisters elected eas the ere@uates” Cletricts. 


[Question) Woy ¢ic the Umesh Party efeacere theese opt ions’ 


[Anewer |) Sec eowe the Uemah Party's OD jective is sot Suet mo jorities ber o! - 
so, slomg +it* the majority, belance. He sant the political syste te «-. 
chiewe beleme, take sote of sctuws!l comtitions eof asks the politica! evetce 
expressive cf the politica! forces. 


in any eweat, if this eserendeent ic aede it will be goed. Be hewe committed 
ourselwes to amending theee laws if we obtain « ™ jority. 


[Quest ion] Does thet meen thet the Urns Party «ill try te emeed the law oc 
elections to realize the goals rou talke¢ about if it eets 2 me jority” 








[Answer] Yes. 
[Question] What are the party's preparations for embarking on the elections? 


[Answer] The party has started its preparations on a routine basis, but we 
have found that the size of the organization and the size of the Sudan are 
ereat, and therefore the party has decided to call up all forces and the 
personnel and executive body have been mobilized to cover all the Sudan in 
the course of a month to raise the level of information, mobilization and 
organization and prepare for the elections. We believe that the results of — 
this callup have been extremely good and that it will be completed before 
the end of the elections, that is, before the first election stage, which is 
the beginning of registration. We believe that in spite of the shortness of 
time the party has made a great effort in preparing for the elections. 


[Question] Has the party held conferences? 


|Answer]| Yes, the party has held branch conferences and others will be held, 
although the general conference will be held after registration, On the 
Statement that has been circulatec, that some hodies have held conferences, 
these are not conferences but rather political meetings to which people are 
invited and there has been no new decision or political discussion. This is 
something similar to political symposia. The type of conferenc we are 
thinking about is a real conference, a conference in which there is real 
productive participation and decisions are taken. As to the conferences you 
are talking about, they take place through invitations to the membership and 
are held to ratify a declared policy; neither the people who call for these 
conferences nor the people who attend them hold discussions. Wwe believe that 
these are not conferences; productive forces from the base and on up will 
come to the conference we are preparing for and carefully studied policies 
will be presented to it so that it can take a decision and create something 
mew, mot to ratify policies, as was the case with some conferences which 
some bodies held, which were only conferences to bless an approach which had 
been declared in advance, without elections and without real participation. 


westion] There are allegations that the postponed holding of the l'mmah 
Party conferences was only due to fear of two things, one of which was a 
strueele over the party leadership, then worry ahout the positions against 
the September laws which the party has declared, considering them to be an 
spplication of Islamic law, although the party is founded on Islamic belief. 


Anewer) That is not true, because the basic composition of the !Immah Party 
s besically a sound democratic one. As for the issue of Islamic law, the 
earty besically calls for Islamic law, but it rejects the September laws, 
which it comsiders a distortion of Islamic law. The base holds this opinion 
more stronely even than the command in its rejection of Ja'far Numayri's 
oes and allegations. There is no dispute over this matter at the level of 
the base. Rather, there is enthusiasm that the Ummah Party is against these 
istorted laws. 


~westion] Noes this mean that the Ummah Party will take a specific position 
reearding these laws from within the next parliament’ 











|Answer] First of all, these laws are not in effect. They are in reality 
laws that have been frozen. 


[Question] Will they be reviewed if your party gets a parliamentary majori- 
ty? 


[Answer] We will tear these laws up and throw them into the wastebasket, 
indeed, all Numayri's laws, We have alternative Islamic laws and those wil] 
be the proper laws -- the laws on the judiciary authority, the penal code, 
the law on principles of rulings are all acts of manipulation and are all a 
fraud and distortion of Islamic notions. On this subject, there is an ex- 
treme determination at the base of the l/mmah Party to reject it in whole and 
in part. 


[Question] What is the party's evaluation of the transitional period and the 
party's role in the course of it? 


[Auswer] Of course the most important aspect of the transitional period is 
that it has preserved the alliance hctween the armed forces and the partics 
and unions. This is a great achievement, because this alliance is what 
brought Ja'far Numayri down and there was a possibility that this alliance 
would be shattered from within. 


Second, the transitional period has managed to establish a sort of exercise 
of free democracy in the context of the sovereignty of the laws, respect for 
the independence of the judiciary and the guarantee of general freedoms, and 
that is something which does not exist in the third world whose circumstanc- 
es resemble ours, 


Third, the transitional period has managed to preserve the nation's security 
in spite of all the foreign pressures, contain the rebel movement in the 
south and prevent its extension to the north. 


Fourth, the transitional period has provided a political atmosphere which 
has yielded fruit in terms of thinking about a national plan, national plat- 
form and the attempt to unify people's statements on major issues. 


The negative aspects of the transitional period are first of all that it has 
not made adequate haste to hold the constitutional conference to isolate the 
partisans of the rebellion politically and diplomatically and underline the 
foundations for dealing with the issues that have been presented from a po- 
litical standpoint. — 


Second, the delay in holding the economic conference, to the point where the 
economic issues over which agreement could have been reached have become an 

incentive for dispute. It would have been possible to avoid all the strikes 

had it been possible to hold the economic conference on schedule. 


third, the lack of decisiveness and determination in eliminating May. It is 
certain that the transitional regime has been permissive with the caretakers 
in a wanner which is not in keepiug with the uprising. 














Fourth, dealing with the drought. The quantity of foreign food has been a- 
bundant, but there have been mistakes and weaknesses in distribution in get- 
ting them to their people, and many bodies have been allowed to use them for 
party purposes, which “~s cheap exploitation for non-humane objectives. There 
has also been corruptiun in use of the circumstances of the drought on the 
part of some merchants, and they have benefitted from this a great deal. In 
addition, the issue of the drought itself was not dealt with more patiently, 
in the sense that the drought condition has caused problems whose effects 
remain, such as the migration of some people from their areas, which re- 
quires that a policy be adopted to bring them back, settle them down, ferti- 
lize the pastures and compensate the people who have lost their animal re- 
sources, which are everything they have in this life. This subject of the 
drought has not been studied seriously in spite of all this, and I] believe 
that the transitional period is on the verge of ending with a feeling that 
the Sudanese have managed to treat the post-May issues and come to the elec- 
tions in a manner which, in spite of the criticisms regarding it, is reason- 
able and tolerant. 


The Issue of Security 


[Question] What in your estimation are the causes of the transitional pe- 
riod's negative features? 


[Answer] The disturbances which occurred during the transitional period 
could have been avoided if the government had held the economic conference 
at the proper time, so that everyone would understand their condition. How- 
ever, it was not held until the demands started and a partial response to 
union demands began, encouraging the others. No party played any part in 
stopping these disturbances, because they were not childish or acts of ex- 
citement but real problems which needed treatment. The people who carried 
out these disturbances could have adopted a different position had they 
known and realized that there was a serious orientation toward solving the 
problems. However, we in the Ummah Party urged the striking union members to 
suspend the strikes, but in a context where the government would take seri- 
ous steps to remedy the problems, 


On the other hand, there are other considerations. The people who assumed 
positions realized that their tenure would be brief and viewed their state 
as one of delegation. Therefore they viewed their role in an extremely lim- 
ited manner, which weakened their contribution. They did not have a back- 
ground in government, in terms of practice or experience, and this affected 
their performance. On top of that there was a conflict between the military 
council and the civilian council in terms of composition. It took time to be 
formed, and the parties concerned did not come from a single political ori- 
entation so that they might feel a sort of fellowship. These are objective 
negative features and not anyone's responsibility. They played their role in 
weakening the transitional period but in spite of this weakness, achievement 
was made in decisive, important areas. 


[Question] In the framework of evaluating the transitional period, it is 
necessary to talk about the issue of security, its causes and treatment. 











[Answer] The problem of security exists in the south and in the border are- 
as. As regards the security problems, the May regime undermined the system 
of local administration in the various areas without offering a truly alter- 
native system, and this created a vacuum which led to disruptions of securi- 
ty. Regarding the security arrangements in the south and the north in the 
context of regional autonomy and reyional rule, and the command in the north 
and the south, that was not aware of the necessary coordination, and there- 
fore a disruption resulted in the contact areas then after that the problem 
of the south arose, and this came about when some people (John Garang and 
his aides) took up arms. To solve this matter, in our opinion, first, 
strengthen the armed ferces and increase their capability, second, form an 
armed anti-guerrilla force so that it will be able to resist the techniques 
of puerrilla war, and third, [strengthen] the tribal guards, enabling them 
to defend themselves by lawful means. 


[Question] Does this apply to the appeal to arm the tribes, or what? 


[Answer] No, we advocate disciplined and legal methods by means of the offi- 
cia] administration lest they get out of hand, and we want them to be sub- 
ject to public order, not the tribal order. However, in general, we believe 
that the Sudanese people are peace-loving and committed to the law. 


A New Formula for Cooperation with the Political Forces 


[Question] What will be the fate of the National Grouping after the transi- 
tional period? 


|Answer] We for our part will work to recommend a formula for dealings among 
the forces which made the transition in April, and this grouping in my opin- 
ion will have a role according to what the elected forces in the new parlia- 
ment decide, in the sense that if we in the Ummah Party are elected we will] 
cal] for a national orientation and will exercise specific thinking to 
create a political formula for dealing with all the other political forces 
in the context of the national interest, with the goal of unifying the na- 
tional administration. Jhis means that the grouping, in its current form, 
will end with the end of the transilional period. However, the idea of cre- 
ating a podium for dealings and national cooperation which is broader than 
the subjective party one is an idea which in my opinion will] prevail, and we 
will work toward that. 


[Question] There is the issue of some people's holding onto arms in the 
democratic context. What is the way to guarantee the course of democracy? 


[Answer] We actually first of all brought up the need to create a strong 
apparatus for the nation's security, because democracy has a greater need 
than dictatorship for people who will protect it in the face of rapacious 
acts against the regime. Secondly, we have recommended a law for the regis- 
tration of parties. Everything enters into this. On financing, the sources 
of financing must be disclosed, foreign remittances must be prohibited, 
there must be a commitment to democracy and violence must be prevented. I 
believe that it was a negative feature of the transitional period that there 
was a failure to issue a law of this kind. Therefore we are now in the face 








of major disturbances and it is necessary to abrogate the defunct law on 
State security, put another law into effect, eliminate the old security ap- 
encies and establish a security system through a democratic law. Thirdly, a 
basic law should be issued for the registration of parties and establishment 
of a politica’ court for the expression of grievances and party conplaints. 


[Question] This conversation has not addressed itself to the army and the 
danger of military coups. llow in your estimation can this sort of danger be 
faced? 


[Answer] Of course coups are a quick way to power, but I believe that the 
Sudan is an unsuitable environment for military rule. There are many factors 
which prevent military people from benefitting from coups, and this is what 
we have taken for granted, that there is thinking of this sort. In the ab- 
sence of deterrent systems, there are basic facts. First of all, the Sudan- 
ese people have political awareness and are prepared to continue the strug- 
gle and resist for a long time without faltering. The Sudanese political 
schools continued to raise the banner of resistance in spite of the thought- 
lessness and manipulation Ja'far Numayri exercised, This means that there 
are roots for the rejection of dictatorship, and the Sudanese union movement 
has the same type of firmness, ability and power to resist. The third thing 
is that as long as there are problems such as that of the south, the army 
has other tasks and it becomes very difficult to seize power. The fourth 
thing is with the diversification of the Sudan's conditions and circumstanc- 
es, there is no way to remendy problems if there is no sort of public ap- 
proval. Jt is true that there might be coups, but in my opinion there are 
circumstances in the Sudanese environment which prevent such coups from tak- 
ing, place. 


We Will Work toward an Islamic Economy 


[Question] What is the nature of the Sudanese economy the Ummah party is 
trying to pursue? 


[Answer] The Islamic economic system is the one which can deve'>, natural 
resources in the society to meet the people's natural and material needs in 
accordance with the principles of the teachings of Islam, and we believe 
that such an economy will be closely linked with ideas which did not exist 
in the past, such as the notion of planned development led by the public 
sector, with the cooperative and private sectors taking part in it, so that 
development will be rapid and equitable in the distribution of its yield. 
These are the genera] features. We believe that our economy has set out on 
this course. How can the economy he Islamic and modern? That requires much 
individual thinking which is not present now. All the talk about current 
practices, which are called Islamic, in the economic area, in our opinion is 
deficient, partial and inadequate by the standards of Islam itself, and we 
need the experience to be more comprehensive. This requires individual the- 
orizing; we have many recommendations in this regard and they must he devel- 
oped on a collective basis to form a basis for the proposed Islamic economic 
system. Our economy itself suffers from nmany things which the defunct re- 
gime brought about, in the form of the decline in production, extravagance 
in spending, deteriorated management, financial corruption, debts, and the 











distortion which occurred in the wage and salary structure. We must remedy 
all these things, which prompts us to the call to hold a national economic 
conference. The party has prepared working papers for this conference, we 
believe it wil] be in our ability to rescue this Sudanese economy and we 
hope that this economic conference will be held before the elections are 
held. However, in any event we will hold the general party conference and 
will make decisions regarding these policies which wi!! be presented to the 
people in pgencral in the elections. 


[Question] If the elections are not held, what will be your vision of the 
government system? 


[Answer] if there is a convincing political security reason for not holding 
the elections on schedule, this means ending the transitional period on its 
specified date and creating a new charter which will go into effect for a 
year after the new charter. A sovereignty council will head the government, 
there will be a council of ministers representing the political and group 
forces and aw smal] consultative council for enlarged consultation, and an 
amendment will be made to the constitution to include these new channels and 
set out the organization of the transitional period on the new basis. 


. 


[Question] las agreement been reached on any tentative alliances? 


[Answer] No decision has been made on coordinating with any party at the 
present time, Coordination or alliance could take place at the right time. 
There are things the interests of the country require, and we will determine 
all this at the general conference. If none of this is done, we will commit 
ourselves to a national platform. Jhe preservation of democracy requires 
commitment to the national platform. 


Features of a )emocratic System for the Sudan 
[Question] What is your view of the future of the government system? 


[Answer] If we review the conditions that will pave the way for democracy, 
we will find that those that exist in the Sudan are: 


First, social diversification and mediating bodies which put the government 
in the hands of the society, not vice versa. 


Second, the British period created the institutions of a strong modern state 
in spite of the damage they were subjected to recently. 


Third, political development in the Sudan has proceeded apace in a peaceful, 
tolerant forin. 


Fourth, the economic clement is oricnted in the direction of democratic de- 
velopment. 


Fifth, the cultural heritage, based on the Islamic and tribal reality, must 


pass on through a cultural revolution so that it may draw its strength from 
the principles of Islam, not from the practice of Moslems. 


8 





[Question] Are there influential factors pointing toward democratic develop- 
ment in the Sudan? 


[Answer] First, the manner in which the April revolution occurred created a 
climate of warm feelings in civilian-military relations at a single stroke, 
and this has had the effect of helping peaceful political development. 


Second, there are no essential economic problems or oppressive foreign in- 
terests in the Sudan; therefore, there is no basic ideological struggle over 
development and the plan for distributing the output from it. 


[Question] What is the optimum democratic system for the Sudan, in your es- 
timation? 


[Answer] Before coming up with a description of a democratic system, there 
are two important things which will have the greatest effect on the success 
or grievous failure of democracy in the Sudan. These are: 


First, resolving the issue of identity, since the Sudan is Islamic, Arab and 
African. The Islamic orientation one is talking about is based on the inter- 
national political, economic and social principles of Islam and deals with 
the facts of the modern age, the identities of the other minorities and the 
international family. Arab affiliation must be understood in terms of lang- 
uage and culture; this gives Arabhood an acquired meaning, not an inherited 
one, a dynamic one, not a frozen one, and one that coexists with other cul- 
tures. African affiliation, if proceeding from notions of genetics or color, 
opens the door for the destruction of the Sudanese identity. However, if we 
understand Africa as it must be understood, in a geographic and historic 
sense, we will be able to avoid polarization of genetics and color. 


[Question] What are the features of the proposed system? 


[Answer] This democratic system that is selected will be founded on the 
principle of the separation of powers and will realize the independence of 
the judiciary. The legislative authority will be founded on free elections, 
the competition will be among party lists in the districts and the districts 
will have to give specific weight to the modern professional, labor and oth- 
er social forces and in addition to geographic districts provide class dis- 
tricts to represent the modern social forces in a manner which reflects the 
actual state of their social influence. 


In the context of the legislative power, it will stipulate that the Koran 
and the sayings and doings of the prophet are the main source of legislation 
in the country. 


[Question] How will it be possible to accommodate the south in this irame- 
work in constitutional terms? 


[Answer] The establishment of a system of regions on the basis of decentral- 
ization is dictated by the human and geographic nature of the Sudan and is 

something over which the Sudanese political movement in the sixties reached 
consensus. The recognition that the south has a special status is something 


























Party and the unionists. In general, we in the Democratic People's Party 
heve contiowed to function with all the means for unifying all the unionists 
erownd the principle of federation with Fgypt and the placing of genuine 
tederal sywbols in positions of leadership through the people, and we cons- 
teetly reach ovt to every serious initiative in this regard. 


Plections in the North and South 
|Sweetion!) To vou beliewe that the course of events will lead to elections? 


‘Rheewer) Yes, | beliewe that the course of events will indeed lead us to the 
bo’¢ing of elections on schedule, but | consider that there are practical 
Citticelties that have so relation to the course of events which could pre- 
weet thet, leaving out clements of surprise. 


‘‘weetion) ls eweryone anxious for them to be held on the specified date? 


‘Sheewrr) Yee, | beliewe that the bodies concerned (the government and the 
pertios) are euxious that they be held on time. 


(weet hen) Wheat is vouer position on the current law on elections? 


teewrr) The lew on elections has emerged to fulfill the requirements of the 
wer et ent the astere of the situation. The possibility that the eclections 
*))) eet be beled is epecific areas of the south for security reasons is 
score ebie te es bet what we do not accept is the holding of elections in 
the eerth ent their Geferral te all the south. The Remocratic People's Party 
hertet tet the electioms te 1%) because the existing covernment at that time 
Ort )Ge0 thet they ehoeld be beld in the north and not the south. I do not 
bel ihewr Chet there wil) be een Serefel effects on the future of the system 
- the coweters if Che Comier powerement is concerned to hold elections imne- 
vebels te eee pert of the south where it becomes possible to hold them. 


ewe bee) Tere Che Deeeecretic People’s Party bold the same level of convic- 
heeers) See, the Nemerreticn People’s Party is concerned about that, so that 
' o6))  peeet ble te eet the cerrest transition period and eet into anoth- 
~ see © eect the gpeweretar eethoerities will hawe ercater effectiveness 
‘hee "Or eet ber ities eee" aoe. 

meet bee) Weet ere the serty"« preperetions tor the clections’ 

eer |COlUl ete orem ies te eater the clections. « have startc4 to fors 
a we” Cau tters eet oereenize cer gees beers, ond deleration,s from the 
ores “ee of the pert $2 “Setermer wt!) soem fo shout the rerions when 
eee of repli eter ia eeters starts. 


‘~e «|e fs hele of ther riesete \extoer 


mere on “auc setters the gerts fellows ts eet kecen. 


is 














[Answer] We in the Democratic People's Party consider that the private sec- 
tor must play its pioneering role in the area of the economy and that domes- 
tic capitalism has the duty of building up the Sudanese economy. The role of 
the government (or what is called the public sector) must not exceed the 
government's financial resources and its activity must not go beyond the 
scope of the projects the private sector is incapable ot carrying out and 
strategic projects which are closely tied to the people's life. We also con- 
sider that the cooperative sector must get cncouragement, guidance and regu- 
Jation from the government in order to play its role in the Sudanese rural 
areas. For the government to assume the ownership and management of restau- 


rants and the sale of cloth, soft drinks and other consumer gov’: is not 
acceptable to us. We in the Democratic People's Party do not restrict our- 
selves to a specific economic theory -- rather, we deal with our cconomic 


problems on the basis of reality, not from prior intellectual premises, and 
we accept all solutions which are compatible with the Sudanese people's so- 
cial composition, the nature of their economic problems and the environment 
and circumstances these problems have highlighted. 


[Question] How does the party view production relations in the Sudan? 


[Answer] In regard to production relations, we reject the savaping of work- 
ers' rights by employers, and at the same time we reject the transgression 
by the workers’ union boards and labor federations of the limits which the 
laws regulating production relations have drawn up; we call for balanced 
production relations guaranteeing the workers their rights and the employers 
their rights. As for the labor statutes and conditions of service, these 
must be founded on the appropriate wage for each job and must provide the 
workers and employers with every guarantee that will lead to an increase 
which is not subject to the whim of the employers or workers. 


{[Ouestion] What foreign support is required? 


[Answer] A foreign role in investment is desirable and needed, but this in- 
vestment must be in areas of productive projects such as agriculture and the 
dcv>lopment of livestock growing. In the area of services, the foreign role 
must be in the narrowest limits and according to necessity. A foreign role 
is extremely desirable in the area of technology and heavy industries. 


[Question] Where is the position of expatriates regarding support for the 
domestic economy? 


[Answer] Expatriates constitute a great economic force as far as the Sudan 
goes in terms of the influence of their remittances on the balance of pay- 
wents by providing foreign currency to nourish the public treasury. They 
must be encouraged to make remittances, the necessary guarantees must be 
provided for them, they must be given more benefits, and the course of ex- 
patriate living, remittances and investment must he regulated so that it 
will he possible to make maximum use of the expatriates in building the 
Sudanese economy. 


Scheduling Foreign Debts 


[Question] Foreign debts represent a big burden; what is the remedy? 
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lhey druin off iJ] our for reve ' 
ole, interest and other Scrvices 4 irc tie ' ‘ | a tr r 
are suffcring from in cur daily lite. eduline these cs 
the people's burdens by incre is tM iterest it : 
iy off these debts and et ria o tin yt } ic. we re 7 
the establishwent of a tund to the national bt fund w * 
be financed by the people. 
\Ovuestion] Nave the effects of the drought and desert : t ' 
becu coutrol led? 
[Auswer | The causes of the drought and desert encroachment mn he aScrilx 


to natural factors, but the May reviwe’s neplieence in alleviating 
fects of these phenomena, limitinp the cxpansion of their scope and deal 
with some of them have made these natural phenomena a national catastrophe, 
indeed an international catastrophe, and have put fiehtine these phenomen 
heyond our domestic powers, We are in need of international ai o deal wi 
the causes of these phenomena, not to deal with their results and effects 
is the case now, 


[Ouestion] What is the future of the National Groupinp? 


[Answer] The National Grouping will not have any political role after the 

transitional period, because its life is contineent on this period and tle 
nature of its formation makes it inevitable that it disappear after the es- 
tablishwent of the constituent assembly on 16 April 1986, 


(OQuestiou| Jiow does the party view union activity? 


[Answer] Unions consist of vocational organizations based on the law and 
their cxistence is a necessity to protect the interests of the people who 
have rallied together beneath their banners. These unions have played na- 
tional roles which cannot be denied. the most recent such role was the one 
it’ played in the April revolution. 


[Question] What are the means for guarantecine democracy? 


[Answer] Guaranteeing the course of democracy after the transitional period 
will depend to a large extence on the party alliance and seriousness of the 
incoming authorities in standing up to economic problems, providing a neces- 
sary amount of the needs of the man in the street in the form of consumer 
eouds at acceptable prices, alleviating his sufferings and, on top of all 
this, convincing the wilitary forces that democratic civilian rule is the 
only option which must be adhered to. 


[Question] What are the People's Democratic Party's most important points of 
coucentration in foreigu policy? 


[Answer] Nonalignment and pood neighborliness are among the basic points of 


concentration on which the Sudan's foreien policy must be founded, by which 
the eovernment will be able to devote itself full time to remedying all the 
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coustry’s problews. Wars aed conflicts with our seighbors will bring only 
reise epon ws. Aligmmeerat with cither of the two great powers can be resol ved 
by taternmetions! balance in the Arab and African fremeworks, and its effects 
will be reflected on oer country. 


Southern Political Aliemerats fevicecd 
Leadon Al-~SUARQ AL-AYSAT in Arabic 17 Jan & p 6 


[Text] Not a day passes is the Sudan that does sot witness the announcement 
of the establishment of 2 ocw political party in the north of the country. 
The known number of these parties is sow ercatcr than 2D, bet no one knows 
the real aueber, because official party registration has not vet started. 


The sowth of the Sudes hus also kept its share and participated in the pro- 
cess of party proliferation in the Sudan. The pewnle of the south have 
‘ormed five main parties. The first of these was the Politics!) Groupine of 
the South of the Sudan of April 1985, under the leadership of Sanwel Aru 
fol, the current deputy priae minister and sinister of irrigation. This was 
followed in a short time by the Sudanese African Conference in April 1485, 
under the leadership of Dr Kumifwok Ayukir, lecturer in the political science 
departwent at Thartoun University. The Sudanese African “ations! Inmion (SA- 
Nil} was re-established under the leadership of Andrew Wieu in June 1%, 
then the African Sudanese People’s Conference was established under the 
chairmanship of Maurice luwiya. In August 1985, another new party was estab- 
lished by the name of the People’s National Party under the leadership of 
tliaba Surur. 


Onc can say that these parties are similar from many standpoints, and this 
creates a direct conflict between them end the northern parties. lowever, on 
the other hand, these parties, unlike the National Movement for the Libere- 
tion of the Sudan which Col John Garang leads, reject violence as a means 
for solving the country's numerous economic, social and political problems. 


Almost all these parties view what is known as the problem of the south of 
the Sudan as in reality a process of bringiag policies of racial, religious 
and cultural discrimination to the fore as well as the product of the unbal- 
anced developmental policy the successive national governments in the nurth 
have followed and consecrated. 


These parties present themselves as national instruments concerned with the 
lack of balance in development in the coutry and warn that the African na- 

ture of the Sudan has not seriously been taken into account by the authori- 
ties in Khartoum, 


The Political Grouping of the South of the Sudan, as its name indicates, is 
the southerners’ only party, but in reality it has not attracted all the 
parties of the south under its umbrella except for the Front of the South, 
which has totally melted into the grouping. This is the old political party 
which no longer holds its name. It was under the leadership of Clement Mbo- 
ro. 
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The Constitutional Conference 


There are peripheral disputes among the five parties of the south vis-a-vis 
the appeal to hold a national conference to discuss the country's problems. 
the Sudanese African Conference consicers that there are conditions which 
wust be wet. The Vropressive People's Party and the African Sudanese Peo- 
ple's Conference want to hold a southern regional conference or a number of 
mini-conferences at the outset to enable the people of the south effectively 
to take part in the main conference. The African Sudanese People's Confer- 
ence haus also stipulated the condition of the release of all the southern 
political prisoners (Numayri's aides) in order to give them an opportunity 
to take part in the conference. The public prosecutor, Tir ‘Umar ‘Abd-al- 
"Ati, actually relcased them in November 1985, 


it is believed that the Politica! Groupine of the South of the Sudan is the 
vuly party which hus seemed to be ready to attend the confcrence without 
preconditions. 


The Subdivision of the South 


The main isseuc which ts still the object of strong dispute amone these five 
parties is that of the subdivision of the south. Fhile we find that the 
Yrogressive Veople'’s Party and the African Sudanesc People's Conference are 
wwreed in their opposition to the reunification of the southern Sudan and 
their opposition to the recumstitution of the higher transitional executive 
counci! of the south of the Sudan, we observe that the Political Grouping of 
the South of the Sudan and the ‘Sudanese African Conference are united in 
their support of the reunification of the south, and it is believed that the 
SAN party takes an intermediate position; whercus it has declared its oppo- 
sition to the recowstitution of the sicher executive council, we find it 
calline for the adoption by the southerners of a unified position on matters 
of major importance. 


‘lhe disput over the unification of the south is sot the only one. Although 
the Progressive People's Party and the African Sudanese Pc “ple's Conference 
are two partics cstablished by the people of bquatoria and there is little 
they differ ower politically, they are not on affectionate terms, because 
the African Sudanese People’s Conference had a strong link to the former 
rovernuent of the receion of !quatoria headcd by Joseph James Tombura while 
the Trogressive People’s Patty has been connected to support for the current 
eovermacnt of Iquatoria headed by hej Gen Peter Serilio; thercfore Joseph 
fumbura's supporters saw fit to joia the African Sudanese People's Confer- 
cace and his opponents went to the lroeressive People’s Party. 


The disputes betwecn the two partics of |quatoria deepencd recently because 
of some changes in hicher positions in the civil service in tquatoria. the 
African Sudanese Vcuple's Conference considered these unneccessary, and at 
the same time accused the Progressive People's Party of standing behind 
them. The African Sudanese People’s Conference declared that if it came to 
power it would not recognize these chanpes, and in this manner froze dis- 
cussions one of whose effects was to unify the two parties. llowever, the 
Vropressi ve Vcople's Party denied its connection with the creation of thes 
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changes in administrative positions. ln addition to that, the people's union 
alliance in Fquatoria appeared as a supporter of the People's Progressive 
Party. In the face of this position, the African Sudanese People's Confer- 
ence demanded the re-election of this labor federation, but the Progressive 
People's Party denied that the union federation was one of its subsidiaries. 


The relationship between the Political Grouping of the South of the Sudan 
and the Sudanese African Conference is not one of milk and honey. The con- 
ference calls the Political Grouping "the government party” in mocking tones 
and accuses it of sacrificing everything for the sake of cabinet seats; it 
is well known that the leader of the grouping, Mr Samuel Aru, now occupies 
the position of deputy prime minister and minister of irrigation and the 
deputy leader of the grouping, Peter Catkuoth, assumes the position of min- 
ister of transport and communications in the current transitional povernment 
in Khartoum. The conference claims that the grouping attained just three 
cabinet seats in the trarsitional government formed after the people's up- 
rising last April, while the conference had asked for five seats for south- 
erners besides the service ministries. The grouping for its part accuses the 
conference of presenting a list of candidates, including a third-year uni- 
versity student, in secret at a time while it was making a loud noise about 
the ministerial] portfolios, and the confercnce has denied this charge. 


With the Parties of the North 


The southern parties’ relationship with the parties in the north is also 
marred by a lack of clarity. All signs place the Progressive People's Party 
and the African Sudanese People's Conference in a relationship of friendship 
and affection with the National Islamic Front because of the Islamic Front's 
support of the cause of ‘he subdivision of the south. The SANU party has 
historically been considered to have a good relationship with the Ummah Par- 
ty, and it appears that the relationship still assumes this form. It is no 
secret, either, that the Sudanese African Conference is in apreement with 
the Sudanese Communist Party on many issues. 


The South for Whom? 


As the date for the holding of the general elections approaches, these 
southern parties have started to prepare lists of their candidates for 2 
geographic districts and three graduates’ districts in the Bahr al-Ghazal 
region, 20 geographic districts and two graduates’ districts in the Kquato- 
ria region and 20 geographic districts and two graduates’ districts in the 
Upper Nile. 


It is not easy to confirm how many seats each of these parties will win, but 
there is evidence that the Political Groupinp of the South of the Sudan has 
preat opportunities in the Pahr al-Ghazal region, since most of the inhabi- 
tants of Bahr al-Ghazal support the reunification of the south, and it is 
likely that the Political Grouping will sweep the Lake and fast Bahr al- 
Ghazal Governorates because of its opposition to the subdivision of the 
south. However, it is not likely that the grouping will meet with success in 
the Governorate of West Bahr al-Ghazal, and it is expected that this gover- 
norate will go over to the people's committee for the development of bahr 
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al-Ghazal headed by ‘Ali ‘tawim Fartak (a former minister and former gover- 
noc). ‘the committee has started to back its efforts up with the African 
Sudanese People's Conference and the proponents of the subdivision in the 
south for the sake of establishing a Icague for political forces in the 
southern regions. The nucleus of this vrouping is considered to be seven 
eroupines in the federations that are working to keep the three repions in 
the south of the Sudan. The SANU party has chances to win in the Upper Nile, 
however, aud in addition the Political Grouping of the Sovth of the Sudan is 
capsble of winning some seats in Jone !ci Governorate, 


An Fauatoria Campaign 


ln Mquatoria, the campaign will be between the People's Progressive Party 
and the African Sudanese People's Confecence. It is likely that the African 
Sudanese People's Conference will swecp West Vquatoria, the home of Joseph 
James; Vombura, while subdivision will win out in hast Fquatoria, and it is 
likely that the Juba area will be in the favor of the Progressive People's 
Party and ‘Vawrit and Yay in the favor of the African Sudanese People's Con- 
ference. the two parties will compete over the Kabuita region but it is not 
likely that the Sudanese African Conference headed by Dr Kuni jwok Ayukir, 
the Jecturer at Khartoum University, will win any seats since the party is 
not known to have any support outside Khartoum, nor jis it Likely that any of 
the northern parties will win seats in the south. Thus it appears most like- 
ly that the Political Grouping of the South of the Sudan will win most of 
the seats. Jlowever, if one takes into consideration the opponents and sup- 
porters of subdivision, its supporters will be a majority, so, in the ab- 
sence of any foreign factors and refcrence to the People's lovement for the 
Liberation of the Sudan, the proponents of subdivision will win these seats, 
und thus it is likely that the three rerions will remain as they are, sepa- 
rate. The importence of the People's vovement for the Liberation of the Su- 
dan tere lies in its opposition to the subdivision of the south of the Su- 
dan. Vhus it is likely that it will demand a return to a unified region in 
auy negotiations in which it is a party, and, perhaps because it is an armed 
wovencnt, it might receive a full hearing from the authorities. 


Uutil the activities of the People's Arwy for the Liberation of the Sudan 
end, it is doubtful that general electious will be held in many areas of the 
south of the Sucan. Even if the People's Movement decides to enter the elec- 
tious, the foregoing analysis will not be much affected; the movement does 
not have the ability to win nore than a handful of seats, because the pur- 
poses of the movement and the army, as: related to the liberation of the 
whole Sudan aud the struggle for ajJl the backward regions in their entirety, 
are not understood by the people of the south, and are not acceptable to 
wost of them. The people of the south for the most part are not totally 
sympathetic with the Nubians, for example, because these people in their 
estimatiou are the ones who fought the people of the south by proxy for the 
central covermmeut during the past civil war, and the inhabitants of the 
other backward regions such as al-Yaja and others are not totally known to 
wost of the people of the south. 
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SANU Expresses Views 
London AL~SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 17 Jan 86 p 6 
[Interview with Dr Andrew Wieu, chairman of SANU] 


[Text] The Sudanese African National Union Party (SANU) was estab!ished in 
exile in 1961 during ‘Abbud's military regime. This party primarily had the 
goal of supporting the cause of the south of the Sudan and demanding thy 
establishment of a federal system in the Sudan. When ‘Abbud's government 
fell in October 1964 and the appeal was made for a round table to discuss 
the problem of the south, William Deng, a founder of the SANU party, re- 
turned to the Sudan with some of his aides. The party started to engage in 
its political activity inside the Sudan in April 1965, directly after the 
round table conference, to continue negotiations on a solution to the prob- 
lem of the south of the Sudan with the committee of 12 which the round table 
conference had formed. The SANU party offered the committee of 12 a draft 
constitution for the federal system. 


After discussions lasting nore than a year, the SANT) party perceived fear on 
the part of northern politicians over the draft federal system for the south 
of the Sudan; they considered it a step toward the secession of the south 
from the north. The party recommended chanping the name of the draft to th 
draft for the regional autonomy for the south, and all the political parties 
agreed to this amendmert as a first step to persuade the parties who were 
worried ahout the federal system after it went into effect. When the May 
repime applied the recommendations of the committee of 12 through the Addis 
Ababa agreement, the former president pointed out that it had not produced 
anything new but that it had carried out what the Sudanese parties had a- 
ereed to with some modification. 


The party has an extensive history and organized political activity, and it 
is one of the political parties of the south which has great political 
weight and effective influence on the course of Sudanese politics. [t was 
necessary that meet to converse with the chairman of this party concerniup 
the issue of the elections and for these reasons and motives Dr Andrew Wieu 
Riak, chairman of the SANU party, met with us to talk to us about the party 
and the elections. 


The SANU Party and the Flections 


[Ouestion] What have heen your party's preparations for entering the coming 
clections? 


[Answer] Let me begin with a historic glance at the party's experiences with 
parliamentary elections in the Sudan. The SANU party engaged in the supple- 
mentary elections to the constituent assembly in 1967 and the party won 10 
seats in parliament. It was the party which won the third greatest number of 
votes in the constituent assembly. It also entered the 1968 elections and 
brought 15 deputies into parliament. It ranked fourth in terms of votes. 
After the May 1969 coup and the declaration of the dissolution of the con- 
Sstituent assembly and all political parties, including the SANI party, the 
party nonetheless continued its political activity in an undeclared form, 
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there is no dispute over clections as a democratic principle. The party ap- 
proves the holding of elections in all areas of the Sudan at a single time, 
and the party also considers it necessary to hold the coming elections after 
the holding of the reconciliation conference, because the coming constituent 
assembly's basic activity will be a situation satisfactory to all political 
tendencies. We consider that the task of the provisional military council 
and the transitional government is to solve the problem of the war going on 
in the south as they promised after the uprising. 


li vicow of the delapidated economic situation in the country, it is not 
logical to bring deputies from remote areas and spend money on them before 
we can puarantee them basic work and prepare the proper political climate 
for them to carry out the draft constitution. Otherwise, they will become a 
heavy burden on the public treasury. 


The Federal System 


[Ouestion) What is the political program with which you will enter the com- 
ine elections? 


[Auswer] The party's election program has the goal of establishing a federal 
system in the Sudan to support reeional government. the party considers that 
application of the federal system in the Sudan is the most suitable politi- 
cal approach because the Sudan is a vast country ana it cannot be governed 
from the center. There are cxamples where the federal system has succeeded 
in countries with vast areas Jike the Sudan, such as the tinited States, the 
Soviet Union, India and so forth. The Sudan is a country with a number of 
cultures and its cultural identity consists of the Arab element and the Af- 
rican clement in addition to the cultures of tribal groups which insist on 
preserving their identity, as is the situation in Nigeria. The Sudan has a 
historic backeround in the experience of decentralization which started with 
local poverment and ended with the establishment of a systen of repional 
autonomy in the south. No problems occurred in any of these experiences ex- 
cept for a tack of commitment to what they had promised on the part of the 
leaders who administered the country. lhe extension of regional autonomy to 
a federal system in the Sudan cannot pose any difficulties in the Sudan, 
while the establishment of a federal system will encourage local development 
initiatives, althouch the local entities will rely on themselves to develop 
their local capabilities. 


rvaluation of the Transitional Period 
fOuestton| What is your evaluation of the transitional period? 


[Answer] When the Sudanese people held their uprising in April, they had the 
objective of solving many problems. This uprising was a truthful expression 
of the rejection by the Sudanese man on the strect of the previous regime's 
policies in the areas of the economy, the problem of the south, foreign debt 
and the September 1983 laws. The transitional psovernment, when it was estab-— 
lished, promised that it would solve these problems, foremost among them the 
war coing on in the south of the Sudan, However, the transitional government 
wasted time in fruitless talk and did not offer anything tangible; although 
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the provisional military council cave it many powers in the executive ar 
what happened? The prices of supply commodities have continued to rise ii 
sanely, the price of a sack of coal now is 16 nounds, in spite of that if i: 
not to be found in the markets, a kilogram of meat is now 7 pounds and fix 
prices of fine bread are still in being in accordance with the prices of the 
dissolved Socialist Union. When the provisional eovernment declared that it 
would reduce the prices of bread, it reduced the weieht of the bread but not 
the price. What does this mean? Prices of soft drinks, for example Pepsi 
Cola, have risen to a pound by decree of the government but, after a strike 
hy the workers in these companies lasting more than 3 months, production 
continued, leading to the loss of millions of pounds for the eovernnent 
treasury, and after negotiation its price reached 50 piasters,. 


As to the resolution of the war going on in the south under John Garane 
leadership, that has taken Loneer than had been expected hecause the pro 
dures for the holding of the reconciliation conference were to have been 
carried out in June or August and we still are formine the preparatory com 
mittee for the reconciliation conference, now that the National Croupiag tia 
intervened and takea the initiative of undertakiny the formation of this 
committee, since it has become apparent that the government was unable fo 
speed up the measures of establishine the ceconciliation conference. This 
proves the transitional government's failure in this area. The sovernment 
bears the responsibility for preparing the requisite political ufmosphere 
for the holding of free democratic elections to form a constituent assembly 
whose prime national responsibility will be to carry out tire draft constilu 
tion, and the government has indeed proved its failure in this matter as 
well. The ministerial committee on elections has set out geoeraphic dis- 
tricts without firm bases and has spoiled the transitional military counci] 
by issuing the law on seographic districts without concern for popnistion 
density. For example, it has given tiie south 61 districts; in 1066 there 
were 60 districts there, Stranger than that, the population of “quatoria is 
L.4 million and the committee has viven them 22 districts, on a par with 
Bahr al-Ghazal cesion, whose population is 2.2 million, [t has also given 
the southern region, whose population is 1.6 million, and the Darfure reeion, 
whose population is 34 million, 29 districts, while it has given the Yordo- 
fan region 39 districts and its population is % million as well, 


This process and incompetence has led to protests, compelling the transi 
tional military council to intervene and amend the Jaw. If the transitional 
government is thinkine of holding clections successfully and peacefully, it 
must rise to a level higher thaa its present one, and th: obvious failure as 
well of the transitional governuent aud the strugele voir) on between the 
future minister of finance and tite council of minister: firm the tack of 
harmony within the transitional goverament itself. 


In a democratic system, the army's responsibility is to gnaranter the seen 
rity and safety of the sovernnent trom foreien and domestic evenfualities 
and to maintain its constitutional system without pactiality toward a speci 
fic political organization, considering the army a national institution for 
ajl the Sudanese, 
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[Answer] I totally agree with you that the problem of the south is a na- 
tional one. It is an endemic historic problem, and the solution to it can 
take place only through mutual consent and consultation. The people of the 
south themselves must specify what they want and participate honestly and 
sincerely in the solution to this problem in sound democratic ways. We must 
distinguish here between a2 political issue and a security issue raised by 
Joba Garang and his followers who bear arms and whom our government receives 
with branches of olives and figs. The government must rise up to its respon- 
sibilities and show clearly and plainly that there is no neglect of the 
citizens’ security am) deference to people who are killing innocent people, 
terrifying the devout, plundering their money and burning their villages. 


It is well kmown that the south is suffering trom the tribulations of irnor- 
ance and backwardness, as other regions are; we consider that the solution 
can take place only through combined efforts by al] Sudanese so that they 
will be able to rise wp on their own feet without depending on foreign bo- 
dies to feed and clotie then. This in many of its aspects concerns the coun- 
try’s feture situation. If an upright governsent exists which can unleash 
the people's powers and give then the incentive to work and produce, we can 
look forward to havin: aany problems solwed. Otherwise, they will constitute 


3 catastrophe. 
The Fooecnic Problem 


[Gwestion}] The ccomomic probles constitutes one of the areas cf concern of 
the Sudanese aan on the street. low docs your orpanization view this serious 
oroblca’ 


[Answer] The Sudan, with its asteral resources, is rich, and it amazes one 
thet, is a country is| which there is extensive fertile land, a flowing, 
rensing Nile and young people with iacentives aod asbition, we should be so 
indigent and poor that wheat is imported. Ve comsider that the solution to 
the ecomomic problee in the Sedan cwst have « sound intellectual orientation 
enbotied in the faith: of the astion, the creation of a good model anc up- 
right leadership. My confidence in the Sudanese people is great anc without 
limits. If there is persussive political leadership, it will Se able to pro- 
éuce miracles. 


The Fetere Coveranarat. 


{[Cwestion}] The casiny parliameatery clections ere approeching, the orienta- 
tions of the politicul partics differ and their iatellectusl visions are 
aliewated fram one asother. How do row view the future of cowermment in the 
Swdan” 


[Answer] We previously wrote 4 statewent titled an appeal to the parties and 
bodies and handed it ower to scam political leaders in the country. “hon we 
published it in the papers. In it we called for two basic poiats: 


First, it is necessary to agree on 4 Comprebresive istellectes!l (remewor’. 


We are thereby referring to the philosophy of gowermment and whet view wo!) 
offer guideace. We of course cousider that the intellectual course whic? 
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uust be adopted is Islam, as the prophet proselytized it and the nation pro- 
ceeded with it in its brilliant, pure era. 


Second, people must reach agreement over the principle of political freedom 
and the rejection of all tyrannical states, no matter how they may be 
wrapped in a blanket of reform. We consider that there is a position of 
principle regarding every situation which arises through violence in order 
to ride roughshod over people. 


[Question] Yo you thereby mean removing the army from the seat of povern- 
ment? 


fAuswer] We cousider the army to be a national entity whose first and last 
wission is te defend the country; we do not consider that the army should 
euter into politics and affairs of government except in the case of excep- 
tional, very narrow matters. 


[Qvestion! You were one of the first political parties to take part in the 
futional Grouping. Then you left it. What are the reasons which prompted you 
to leave it? 


jAnswer!| This grouping brings together political bodies of numerous charac- 
teristics. Its presence at the outset was an inevitable necessity for form- 
ine the gpovermaent, defining the transitional! period and declaring the tasks 
of the trausitional period, Atter this happened, it becawe apparent that 
there was no need for it to continue and a conflict arose among the various 
pertics rerearding the issues raised within the erouping. It had been expect- 
od that the eroupine would not he said to hold a view unless that was found- 
cd on unanimity on the part of the entities which composed it, and this was 
met 6The 6 CASE. 


srowpinge for cxample requested the climination of the September 1983 
lows, inctodineg the Islamic laws, in their entirety. This the Moslem Broth- 
ors and the Dewocratic Unionist Party did not apree to. Another example was 
thet some Jeft-wine bodics in the erouping did not want to condemn John 

raoe for the crimes he was committine against the nation and the citizens 
rather, some of them called him an honorable combatant. When we partici- 
te arch supportine the armed forces and condcmning the people vio- 
ti ~ aed order, the erouping alleeed that it was a march of dissension 
m poople uot to take part in it. That march was a people's refc- 
» from inside the groupiar itself, the day the people refused to give 
1 ypoeais an’ vent ovt on that historic march. we to these circum- 
at Cs, Gttendaat fects, reasons anc motives we ieft the National Grouping; 
ai 4 we were successful in entering it and in lcaving it. Verhaps what 
the walid¢ity of our silustion was that the day wo left it. the 


‘? mist and the National Unionist [Partics] followed us, sus- 
cir eewhrraehip. 
; _ sur c's 
: ' Oh cCcamiar cicc = tees v< orf a 'or hy Trewnon, wniet wou! 
rat =m Comsiecry sperTorriate,. « matt msi coveTomeent or an exten- 
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[Answer] We consider that the optimum situation is for the transitional pe- 
riod to end at its specified time and for the elections to be held on sche- 
dule so that they can bring in a government representing the people in a 
legitimate way. There is no way to establish a national government unless 
the elections are held. We also consider that the prime responsibility of 
this transitional government is to hold the elections, and if it fails in 
this it will have failed in everything. 


Islamic Group Challenges Brothers 


London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 1 Feb 86 p 7 
[Interview with 'Ali 'Uthman Muhammad Taha] 


[Text] In our conversation with the leadeis of the political parties in the 
Sudan, we have been concerned to develop a sense of the extent of their 
readiness for the coming parliamentary clection campaign which is to end the 
transitional period and bring in a government deriving its legitimacy from 
the base of the people. Therefore, most of our conversation with them has 
concerned the elections, since they are an important political turning point 
which constitutes a turning point in the course of the democratic orienta- 
tion in the Sudan. 


The National Islamic Front has absorbed the attention of circles of politi- 
cal observers because of the perceptible increase in its political activity 
and the spread of its political action in the various regions, since it has 
held thousands of founding conferences. In order to obtain further knowledge 
about this activity and the future orientations of the front, we held the 
following conversation with Mr ‘Ali 'Uthman Muhammad Taha, the deputy chair- 
man of the National Islamic Front's political bureau. Let us proceed with 
the minutes of the conversation, so that we can become better acquainted 
with the front's positions regarding the holding of the elections and the 
ending of the transitional period: 


[Question] What are the National Islamic Front's preparations for entering 
the coming parliamentary elections? 


[Answer] The National Islamic Front is a recently-established political or- 
ganization in terms of formation, since it was established in May 1985 at 
the general people's conference in Khartoum which was attended by more than 
3,000 persons representing all the regions of the Sudan, especially the 
south of the Sudan, which contributed 140 members to the founding confer- 
ence. This was the first time the people of the south of the Sudan were 
piven a say regarding the establishment of a national political entity. llow- 
ever, in terms of the idea on which the Islamic Front was founded, which was 
embodied in the call for the imposition of governance by the principles of 
Islamic law on grounds that it was a total system of life, previous attempts 
had been made to bring this idea about, starting with the first stage of 
independence, where a popular entity named the Islamic Constitution Front 
was formed for exerting pressure. That included personnel from various bo- 
dies and parties which rallied around this idea and made attempts to per- 
suade the two major parties at that time, the National l/nionist and Ummah, 
to embrace the notion of the Islamic constitution. However, the effort was 
not made, hecause of the procrastination by the leaders of the two parties 
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on the subject. The attempt was then pursued once again following the Octo- 
her revolution, where the appeal was represented by an entity known as the 
islamic Charter Front, which ventured on the general elections of 1965 for 
the first time. Fven though its share of the parliamentary seats was limi- 
ted, it managed to draw up the intellectual and political policy for this 
period and unleesh popular pressure on party leaders, prompting them to a- 
dopt the notion of an Islamic constitution, since for the first time the 
draft of the 1967 chartuer was set out, containing a group of principles of 
Istamic law under this broad pressure. That was the same period which wit- 
nessed the dissolution of the Sudanese Communist Party on grounds that its 
existence contradicted the orientation whose features had begun to take form 
in the draft of the constitution at that time, and because of a minor inci- 
dent set off by a member of the party which provoked the feelings of the 
eroups of Moslems in the Sudan, who weit out into the streets in indigna- 
tiou, calling for a prohibition on the activity of the Sudanese Communist 
Pacty and its banishment from political life. 


The brout's blectoral Program 


from its beginning, the National Islamic Front was established as a people's 
enutity founded on two basic pillars. ‘he first is a specific Islamic concep- 
tion of all areas of life, as embodied in the constitution of the front 
which the charter conference approved after thorough discussion; this in- 
cludes the front's conceptions, goals and ways of attaining these poals. 


Secoud, consultation, embodied in the building of the front's bases and a- 
eencies through people's conferences and expanded meetings open to everyone 
who believes in the goals of the front as included in its constitution. They 
are commanded by what is virtuous, are enjoined to the truth and choose 
their commanders in consultation bodies and executive leaders without dicta- 
tion or preconditions and without discrimination in favor of any group or 
eathering. ‘hese conferences and meetines have organized all the areas and 
reeions of the Sudan, since more than 7,000 couferences have been held, with 
an average attendance ranging from 3,000 to 4,000, in which thousands of 
leaders have been elected beloneing to various political and religious enti- 
ties in terms of background who have all hastened to the front in response 
to its comprehensive political and intellectual premises open to the sincere 
Moslew. Thus, we can calmly and confidently say that the National Jslamic 
Front is the sole political entity in the Sudan which has heen able to reach 
the people in all villages and wilderness areas in general and organize them 
into a single path in which Joyalties which had divided and fragmented peo- 
ple have been dissolved and in which a domestic national unity founded on 
the basis of Islam, which had not been provided to the Sudan since the era 
of the Mahdist revolution, has taken concrete form, These extensive mectings 
developed into firm structures in which the Islamic Front's activities took 
form through strong organizations of young people, women, students and areas 
of modern life such as spheres of economics and social, cultural and prose- 
lytizing activities, since the front's activity has not been confined to the 
political stage only -- rather, it has been concerned with the areas of pro- 
selytization and guidance, as it has viven great attention to the role of 
the holy Koran, the mosques and houses of culture and Islamic thinking in 
general. [t has also been concerned with teaching women the affairs of 


32 








religion and social activity in the Houses of Devout Women, where there are 
studies of the holy Koran, jurisprudence and manual training in various 
crafts, kindergartens and care for orphans, widows and poor families. [t has 
also been concerned with young people and has established specialized volun- 
teer societies for them operating independently in terms of administration 
and execution but proceeding from the premises of the same Islamic concep- 
tion. It has been concerned with craftsmen and people of small professions 
in order to support them and advance their economic role in the society. The 
front has issued a daily paper speaking in its name and expressing its poli- 
cies and positions, the newspaper A!.-RAYAH. Preparation and arrangements are 
also being made to issue some circulars and specialized magazines. 


[Question] What are the front's tendencies with respect to the treatment of 
certain national issues such as the issue of government, the south and the 
economic problem? 


[Answer] The first thing the National Islamic Front is concerned about in 
building an upright political system in the Sudan is consultation in its 
full Islamic sense. This makes the government a compact and contract between 
the ruler and ruled from which arise duties and rights and rules of over- 
sight are founded on these in the givine of advice and rectification of 
distortions, guaranteeing transcendence of the flaws which have led to the 
collapse of ajll previous regimes in the Sudan, especially those which were 
democratic, since they did not extend roots to the seat of belief in the 
hearts of the masses, where advice and obedience to the ruler become worship 
of God and defense of the government becomes a religious duty where the 
establishment of the provisions of Islamic law and God's penalties and obli- 
gations are thereby fulfilled. 


This system which we are calling for involves recourse to God's book and the 
sayings and doings of his prophet, on whom be God's prayers and peace, in 
judgment, and we strive for and exercise individual thinking to offer ideo- 
logical premises for dealing with such basic issues as the economy, the 
south, government and foreign policy. In detailing these issues, we say that 
the issue of government inust be established on the principle of Islamic con- 
sultatiou we have adopted as a belief, as a context governing the parties’ 
Customary activity and legitimacy. 


In further execution of the principle of consultation, because of the state 
of affairs of the Sudan, with vast areas and difficult communications, as- 
signing people's affairs to local regional institutions becomes a political 
and Islamic necessity since the orbit of responsibility is always the indi- 
vidual himself and the ruler is only a delegate who has been assigned to 
organize relations the individual cannot organize. Consequently, the front's 
position on the regional governnent system in the Sudan is an Islamic one. 
Some of its leaders deserve credit for taking the initiative of calling for 
it in 1967, in the committee of 12 negotiations, and therefore the adminis- 
tration of the Sudan on a decentralized hasis in which the regional and 
local organizations will gradually rise and their areas of specialization 
and relationship to the center will be governed in accordance with a compre- 
hensive political agreement is the framework we advocate for the government 
of the Sudan. It is a flexible framework which will have the effect of 


33 








csorbing contradictions in cultures and social differences, paving the way 
for these organizations’ growth and progress so that they may catch up to 
the other parts of the country and be fused in a single homogeneous frame- 
work. In this framework, we must make an inportant reference to the situa- 
tion in the south of the Sudan, where the broad context of decentralization 
has the scope to accommodate the distinctive characteristics of the south of 
the Sudan and where the relationship between what the reeional authorities 
in the south and the central authorities in the north can engage in may be 
sketched out in tota) flexibility, without weakening the united entity of 
the Sucan or meaning coercion or a forcible imposition on the south or any 
policies of a national character. Ilere a picture of the constitution of the 
first civilian government by which the prophet of God, on whom be God's 
prayers and peace, organized the political relations of the first Jslamic 
state, which embraced Moslems and non-Moslems in its bosom, as is known, 
comes to wy mind. With a searching look at this constitution we find that it 
erovides a formula which in its benefits is superior to the federal formula 
which is now being proposed for organizing the relationship between the 
north and the sovth; we in the Islamic rront see iio harm in discussing this 
in the context of the comprehensive settlement of the issue of the south, 
which there is no way to remedy unless the voice of guns by means of which 
John Garang is trying to impose a fait accompli and obtain some benefits by 
force, betrayal of the innocent and plunder of their property is stilled. 
This is something we totally reject and we call for it to he abandoned so 
that the voice of reason instead of guus may be uplifted and it will be 
possible to sit down at the nesotiatins table without preconditions on the 
part of any purty. 


The ‘Transitional Period 
[Question] that is your assessment of the transitional period? 


[Answer] One can view the transitional period from two aspccts. There is the 
official aspect; for example, repardiny the military council and council of 
ministers, we find that they have in general heen successful in carrying out 
the most important duty of the stave of transition, which in our estimation 
is the temporary constitution, which has cone into application in general in 
accordance with our conception of this matter and a serious concern to end 
the period of transition on schedule, since the law on elections has heen 
issued and arrangenents are being made in satisfactory form to carry out and 
hold the clections on schedule. As revards the other issues, such as the 
issue of the south, the economic issuc and so forth, it is not fair to ac- 
cuse the councils of shortcomings in solving them, since logic cannot ima- 
pine that two problems which have accumuleted over the years since indepen- 
dence can be solved in a few months. What the effort of the two councils 
will end up with in this repard, no matter what its size and magnitude might 
be, will constitute an estimable step on which we wil] build the new povern- 
ment after the establishment of the constituent assembly. 


{Ouestion] If the elections are not heid, for any reason, what does the 


Islamic Front consider appropriate -- the establishment of a national gov- 
ernment or cxtension of the transitional period? 
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[Answer] We first of all insist on the holding of elections and termination 
of the transitional perrod on schedule, and we do not see anytihine ina the 
current politica] and security circumstances which might call for the vost- 
ponement of the elections. VYonetheless, if unforeseen emergency circumstance - 
es arise now, we would prefer to deal with them in a timely manner, accord- 
ing to their own causes and concomitant circumstances. We do not want start- 
ing now to get into compuisory conditions in advance on dealing with circum- 
Stances which might arise and lead to the postponement of the electioas and 
extension of the transitional period, 


Southern Movement Discusses Rebellion 


London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 26 Jan % pp 1, 3 
[Interview with Philip ‘Abbas Ghabbush] 


[Text] In the first press interview Philip 'Abhas Ghabbush has given since 
his release, after his Lack of direct tnvolvement in the incideuts of the 
military rebellion which took place in the Sudan Jast 26-27 Sentember was 
proved, he declared that he has no connection with this cebeilion, which was 
just a problem within the armed forces and not a coup. 


Ghabbush, in the interview he gave to AL-—SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Omdurman, stated 
that before the rebellion he had been in hiding in the ‘ima Baddah area as 
one security measure for protecting himself out of fear that he would be 
subjected to an assassination attempt some members of his party, the suda- 
nese National Party, id been expected to carry out on behalf of anoi her 
party. 


He added that when he returned to his home he heard on the radio and re 
the papers that he had heen accused of olanning for a military coup. Ue wear 
to the armed forces general conmand and surrendered himself, althiouch he 
knew that the penalty for mountin: a coup is death. 


lle said that after his lack of connection to the September incidents had 
been proved, it was decided to release him. 


Concerning his relationship with John Garang, the commander of the rebels in 
the south, he said that no direct relationship with him existed but that the 
relationship was one of expression of a grievance, and he went on to say, 
"Our ideas and Garang's are the same. Ile tells his story with iron and fire, 
and we tell the same story by holding political symposia.” 


lie stressed that the Solidarity of the Forces of the Rural Areas would be 
able to convince Garang to agree to a dialogue to solve the problem of tr 
south. 


Hie claimed it was necessary to strip the Sudanese parties of weadons aad 
eliminate their trained militia so that the elections would be democratic 
and proper and so that the Sudan would not be turned into another Lebanon. 


After his Jack of direct involvement in the military rebellion the Sudan 


witnessed last 26-27 September was proved, Philip ‘Abbas Ghabbush was re- 
leased this month. tle had been inaprisoned with other military and civilian 
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personnel on the charge of taking part in this rebellion. The groups loyal 
to him in the Sudanese Nationalist Party had held a number of demonstrations 
demanding the release of Ghabbush, the leader of the party. 


In his home in a section of the city of Omdurman, AI—SHARO AL-AWSAT met with 
Ghabbush in order to hold with him the first interview he has given to an 
Arabic newspaper on his relationship with the events of the rebellion and 
Col John Garang and his position on the current developments in the Sudan 
and preparation for the coming elections. 


The first question concerned the story behind the events of last September 
and the charge of trying to mount a military coup that was directed at him. 


[Answer] What happened was not a coup but a problem within the armed forces, 
and the failure to think deeply about this problem caused the people making 
the accusation to charge that we had planned for the Septenmber operation. 
This charge was trumped up, since how can a civilian plan for a military 
coup? I direct this question to all intelligent people in the Sudan. I sur- 
rendered to the government knowing that the punishment for a coup is death. 


Why was I released if there was anything that would prove that J planned for 
a military coup? As regards my procrastination in surrendering myself, that 
can he attributed to the party's tactics. There is a party which bought sone 
members of our party and asked them to assassinate me, and I took insurance 
measures for myself in the Umm Baddah region a few days before the movement 
that took place within the armed forces. ‘hen I sot back home J heard the 
radio, read the papers, went to the general armed forces command and sur- 
rendered myself. After that, my connection with this incident was not proved 
and | was released. 


[Question] Your party is accused of being racist and dealing only with re- 
gional forces. What is your response to that? 


[Answer] We are not racists, because we do not believe that our hlood and 
color are superior. People must rise to the level of knowledge and responsi- 
bility instead of slandering people with these charges. Many parties say 
that we are racists. We are proud that we are Africans, as the other Suda- 
nese are proud that they are Arabs; why shouldn't we attach the word "ra- 
cism"” to them? No one can take our pride at our Africanness away from us, 
and if our pride at our Africanness is racist, so be it. We call for Suda- 
nese nationalism to he the most comprehensive vessel, the one which includes 
everyone. We are not revionalists hecause we are present everywhere and our 
relations with the forces of the rural areas arise from our feeling that the 
rural areas are the basis and the Sudanese National Party and the Solidarity 
of the Forces of the Rural Areas are open to all Sudanese. 


The Relationship with Carang 


[Question] You continue to support John Garang, following his asault on one 
of your areas, al-OQurdud. What is the relationship that exists between you 
and Garang? What do you consider appropriate for solving the problem of the 
south? 
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[Answer] No direct relationship exists with our son Garane; rather, the re- 
lationship is one of a joint submission of a srievance, "the grievance of 
the people whe have been ienored” hy the successive governments, ind our 
ideas and those of our son Garano ere the same. He is relating the story of 
our grievance through iron and fire, and we are relaftiue the same story from 
within, through politica] symposia and soirees, 


As to the events of al-Quedud villace, John Garang did not commit thou. 
Rather, the assault was carried ont by the remnants of ‘Abdaliah Chol's for- 
ces. After Garang’s forces executed Abdallah Chol, Chol'’s forces became ex- 
tremely shiftless and our people in tiese areas know them well. That the 
government's declaration was made that Garang did that can he explained by 
Chol having then become its ally, and | am certain that the soverament docs 
not know who raided the al-Oardud area. Therefore, accusine Girans is one of 
the reasons why the rift is growing aid the issue of the covernment'’s dia- 
logue with Garang is being ruled out more and more, 


The south's problem is similar to ours, although our problem in Jabal al- 
Nubah is more out of hand; we believe that the south of the Sudan, relative 
to the Nuba Mountains, is very developed and we believe that the Nuba 
Mountains’ problems are less severe because of the relative interconnection 
between the people of the north and the Nuba Mountains, that is, there is 
a relative openness. As for the south, that is in total isolation and even 
the few cases of interconnection are tenuous. 


All we ask for, we and the people of the south, is equality in the distrcibu- 
tion of production and services, the sout’: is a great investment acca from 
all standpoints but anxiety over the problems that misht occur in the south 
has led to its neglect. Therefore the sovernments have not been oriented 
toward establishing factories and projects. I believe that Numayri's covern- 
ment is the only one which made procress in this stagnant situation in a 
relative sense. the real problem here is the extreme backwardness and cons— 
tant neglect, and we ask the comine »sovecnments to set out accurate scienti- 
fic studies to develop all areas of the Sudan, 


We in the Sudanese National Party believe that our son Jolin Garane fas not 
been responsive to dialogue in view of his doubts about the current govern- 
ment and nis belief that it is a leftover from the previous regime. Anot!or 
reason is that none of the people who have gone to Addis Ababa to persuade 
John Garang have been the right ones. | helievs that the Solidarity of Lhe 
Forces of the Rural Areas can convince Garang to aeree to the dialocue fo 
solve this problem which has been bleeding the neople of the Sudan. 


The Elections and the Reconciliation Conference 


[Question] Do you believe tiat the course of events will lead to tie holding 
of elections on schedule? 


[Answer] I doubt that the elections will be held on schedule because the 
partial elections in the past led to the further development of problems tn 
the south in the days of the first Anya Nya. I have been in parliament since 
1946 and I believe that the traditional nationalist parties insist on 
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